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would my pure conscience better served me than their lewd
practices could avail with me. I know no reason why any my
private answers to the realm should serve for prologue to a sub-
sidy book; neither yet do I understand why such audacity should
be used to make, without my licence, an act of my words. Are
my words like lawyers5 books which nowadays go to the wire-
drawers to make subtle doings more plain? Is there no hold of
my speech without an act compel me to confirm? ... I say no
more at this time, but if these fellows were well answered and
paid with lawful coin, there would be fewer counterfeits among
them.5

The session closed with another drubbing for the Commons,
administered, however, with a loving hand: 'Let this my dis-
cipline stand you in stead of sorer strokes never to tempt too
far a prince's patience, and let my comfort pluck up your dis-
mayed spirits and cause you think that... you return with your
prince's grace, whose care for you, doubt you not to be such as
she shall not need a remembrancer for your weal.'

When Elizabeth told Parliament that she intended to marry,
she was not fooling them. Sending an envoy to Vienna the pre-
vious May she had said to him that if the Archduke would come
to England, no matter of small importance - supposing always
that he had no great deformity of person - would be allowed to
hinder her marriage. But the Emperor on that occasion had
demanded impossible terms, and so, possibly with the object
of making him amenable through anxiety, she delayed sending
the Order of the Garter to him, the dispatch of which was to be
the excuse for the next bout of bargaining. For this mission the
Earl of Sussex was chosen - a propitious choice. He got himself
ready, but month followed month without the command to
start. At last, in June 1567, he went, taking a portrait of the
Queen with him. His report on the Archduke's person left no-
thing to be desired. No deformity or blemish was there; his
hands and feet even were praiseworthy. Elizabeth could be easy
on that score. But the religious difficulty could not be smoothed
out completely. If Elizabeth would concede him the practice of
-his religion, secretly in his own room, while publicly he would